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Dear Commissioner: 

In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. §1.56, it is respectfully 
requested that this Information Disclosure Statement be entered and the reference(s) listed on 
attached Form PTO-1449 be considered by the Examiner and made of record. 

In accordance with the waiver of 37 CFR 1.98 (a)(2)(i) for submitting a copy of each 
cited U.S. patent and each U.S. patent application publication for all U.S. national patent 
applications filed after June 30, 2003, only copies of the non-U.S. patent references are enclosed. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1), Applicants hereby certify that each item of the 
information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior 
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to the filing of the present statement, as evidenced by the enclosed Search and Examination 
Report dated October 1, 2004 for Great Britain Application No. GB0414941.5. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97(g),(h), this Information Disclosure Statement is not 
to be construed as a representation that a search has been made, and is not to be construed to be 
an admission that the information disclosed is, or is considered to be, prior art with respect to the 
present application or material to patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56. 

The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed prior to the receipt of a first 
Official Action reflecting an examination on the merits and hence is believed to be timely in 
accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b). Accordingly, no fees are believed to be due in connection 
with the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. However, should any fees be deemed 
necessary (except payment of the issue fee), the Commissioner is authorized to charge any 
deficiency or to credit any overpayment to Jenkens & Gilchrist Account No. 10-0447/47079- 



00221USPT. 
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Chicago, IL 60606-3418 
(312) 425-3900 



Attorneys for Applicant 



CHICAGO 299591vl 47079-0022 1USPT 



2 



Form PTO- 1449 (modified) / fin. 5 


»\ 


Atty. Docket No. 
47079-0022 1 USPT 


Serial No. 
10/624,157 


List of Patents and Publications)^ 

Information Disclosure 


Applicant's £y 


Applicant 

Alfred Thomas et al. 1 






Page 1 of 1 






Filing Date: 
July 21, 2003 


Group: 3713 


U.S. Patent Documents 


Exam. 
Init. 


Ref. 
Des. 


Document 
Number 


Date 


Name 


Class 


Sub 
Class 


Filing Date if 
App. 




A01 


6,496,235 


12/17/2002 


Driscoll et al. 


349 


58 


09/16/2000 




A02 
















A03 
















A04 
















A05 
















A06 
















A07 
















A08 
















A09 
















A10 














































Foreign Patent Documents 


Exam. 
Init. 


Ref. 
Des. 


Document 
Number 


Date 


Country 


Class 


Sub 
Class 


Translation 
Yes/No 




Bl 


2004/024261 


03/25/04 


PCT 






In English 




B2 


2004191681 


07/08/04 


Japan 






Abstract 


































Other Art (Including Author, Title, Date Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 


Exam. 
Init. 


Ref. 
Des. 


Citation 




CI 


Combined Search and Examination Report for Great Britain Application No. GB04 1494 1.5 dated 
October 1,2004(2 pages) 



























Examiner: 


Date Considered: 


EXAMINER: initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP609; Draw line through citation if 

NOT IN CONFORMANCE AND NOT CONSIDERED. INCLUDE COPY OF THIS FORM WITH NEXT COMMUNICATION TO APPLICANT. 



Information Disclosure Statement — PTO-1449 (Modified) 

CHICAGO 299592vl 47079-0022 1 USPT 



